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Life hath no pleaſure higher or nobler than that of 
Friendſhip. | 


Jonxsox. 
Judge before Friendſhip, then confide till death. 
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| F RIENDSHIP's a theme rever'd from ſtore to ſhore, 
0 Replete with meaning few know how t' explore: 

| To ſay “ my Friend,” is eaſy, but to ew 


| Friendſhip that's real not many care to do. 
Were this as frequent as the inſidious ſmile, 
Or given hand, few in our Britiſh iſle 


But then might talk of Friendſhip 


* This Epithet is given, not becauſe what is written ap- 
| plies only to Conjugal Friendſhip, but becauſe that was 


chiefly in view while the Author was about his Poem. 


| Thrice 


( 4 ) 


Thrice happy they who act the gen'rous part, 


For Friendſhip gain'd to give a friendly heart. 
But ſpeak, ye ſapient, tell us what will gain 
This ſacred treaſure which ſo few obtain ? 

The wealth of Peru offer'd; offer'd were in vain, 
6 Like begets like,“ ſo Love alone can prove 
Of force ſufficient to give birth to love. 

Many we ſee, who by the prieſt are join'd, 
Whoſe wretched hearts no ties of love do bind 
Oh ſad eſtate! Oh curs'd deteſted chain ! 

Souls thus united feel inceſſant pain: —- 

A ſtate like this be my perpetual dread, 


Where ſcenes of horror form the marriage bed ! 


But there arc thoſe whom the glad muſe will greet, 
A wedded pair, where Love and Friendſhip meet ; 
Friendſhip unſully'd, Love without diſguiſe, 


Tis here alternate ſcenes of joy ariſe. 


Before I chuſe a Friend, be this my care, 


To find out one endow'd with virtues rare; 
One 


| 
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One to whom heav'n with lib'ral hand hath giv'n 

A mind benevolent, -a temper even; 

A ſoul with prudence bleſt, where wiſdom dwells, 
And grace divine each riſing paſſion quells ; 

A heart with ſenſibility poſſeſt, 

Where I may lodge the ſorrows of my breaſt; 

A conſtant heart, incapable of ſtrife, 

Be my companion and my friend for life, 

Should ſuch be mine, how happy my eſtate, 
Twould e*en excite the envy of the great, 

The great, whate'er their riches, influence, or pow'r, 
Devoid of Friendſhip's pleaſures, boaſt a little ſtore — 


5 The Friendleſs maſter of a world is poor.” 


A Friend's a prize, more to be ſought than gold; 
Its value mortals yet have never told, 
All have pronounc'd a Friend a real good; 
A good, they own, that's rarely underſtood. 
I necd a Seraph's tongue, if that would do, 


To ſpeak the worth of a real Friend below: 
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He that on earth has this may reſt aſſur'd, 


A greater good, fave Grace,“ can't be procur'd. 


A Friend like this deſcrib'd ſhall have my heart; 


Nor ought but death ſhall ever make us part. 


Grant, bounteous heav'n! if I the bleſſing find, 
To me a temper affable and kind ; 
Cive me the value of my Friend to know, 
That I to ſuch a juſt regard may ſhew, 
Be this my ſtudy, this my conſtant care, 
To warn my Friend of every hurtful ſnare; 
T'wards ſuch grant me a heart of tenderncts, 
To feel each ſorrow, and each ſigli repreſs ; 
That if my Friend be with afiliction preſs'd. 
A {ympathetic glow may then inſpire my breaſt. 
This ſhall incline to kiſs the gentle rod, 


And bow the will to own a ſov'reign God, 


Grace, i. e. True Religion in the Heart z—and let the 
Reader remember, there is no Friendſhip that ſtrictly de- 
ſerves the Name where this is wanting. 


Whene'er 


. 


Whene'er the nuptial union ſhall take place 
Between my Friend and I, let powerful grace 
Conſtrain us, Lord, thy ſtatutes to obſcerve 
Be our ambition, God and Man to ſerve. 
Thus, while we 2 may we a bleſſing be 
Unto each other, and ſociety; 


And when from hence our ſpirits may remove, 


Take us to dwell in Paradiſe above. 
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